
What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

newsletter@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

Autumn Term 2015/2016 

13th August:  A Level Results Day 

20th August:  GCSE Results Day 

16th September:  Lower School Open Evening 

15th October  Sixth Form Open Evening 

18th November:  SMSC Day 

28th November:  Christmas Market 

10th December:  Christmas Concert 

 

Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy and visit www.stockport-

academy.org to keep up to date with what’s going on at the 

school throughout the year. 

 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 8 
Linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 10 
Denise.nicholls@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4216 
Year 9, 11 and IAG 
Daniel.cheetham@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 
Years 12 and 13 including UCAS applications 
Scott.ford@stockport-academy.org  0161 362 4222 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

English@stockport-academy.org 
Maths@stockport-academy.org 
Science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
socialsciences@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Health & social, psychology, sociology) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, creative ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email: enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Diary dates and contact details 
Term dates for 2015/2016 

Tuesday 1st Sept to Friday 23rd Oct 2015 

(Y7s start at 11am on first day, rest of school 

at 12pm) 

Monday 26th Oct to Friday 30th Oct  

(Half term) 

Monday 2nd Nov to Friday 18th Dec 

(Early closure on last day) 

Monday 21st Dec 2015 to Friday 1st Jan 2016 

(Christmas Holiday) 

Keep up to date with dates and times  by  checking  our  

website on www.stockport-academy.org 

‘normal’ part of their 
everyday lives." 
 
Year 9 student Shanaida 
Ahmed is a young carer at 
the academy, and she said 
that what she does is just 
part of her daily routine. 
However, she is regularly 
up until 2am looking after 
her family, and noted that 
at times it can be quite 
stressful. 
 
Stockport Academy 
Principal Mr McCarron 
commented: "We are 
committed to providing a 
comprehensive framework 
of help and guidance for 
our young carers. These 
young people really are the 
unsung heroes of the 
academy community and 
rightly deserve our full 
support." 

tockport Academy has 
become the only 
school in the country 

to be recognised with the 
top award for the level of 
support it provides to 
young carers. 

The recognition has been 
made by the Carers Trust 
and the Children’s 
Society’s Young Carers in 
Focus, giving the academy 
the Gold Award in their 
Young Carers in Schools 
programme. 

It is estimated that there 
are around 700,000 young 
carers across the UK, 
providing emotional, 
practical or physical care 
for a parent, sibling or 
other family member. 
This is equivalent to one 
in 12 school children, 
many of whom are 

unrecognised and 
unsupported. 
 
Mrs Fox, Stockport 
Academy’s Safeguarding 
and Child Protection 
Officer, said:  “We are 
immensely proud of this 
award – it is the ideal 
recognition of all of the 
hard work undertaken by 
the academy over the 
years in support of its 
young carers, who have 
been an inspiration in 
resilience and 
selflessness.   
 
"It is also incredibly 
important for everyone to 
appreciate that young 
carers often don’t even 
recognise themselves as 
such, as they consider 
what they do to be a 

Taking care of young carers 
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Stockport Academy: Best in the country for young carer support 
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“It is a privilege 

as an adult in 

this school to see 

our future 

generation 

exhibiting 

kindness, 

tolerance and 

inclusion” 

Mr Frank McCarron , 

Principal 

 

Mr McCarron’s royal seal of approval 

Principal’s Message 
We end this year with 
joy in our hearts and 
sun in our gardens!  I 
could not be more 
proud of what our 
students and staff 
have achieved in this 
action-packed year.  I 
am constantly 
amazed by the 
number of 
opportunities we 
have to celebrate the 
actions and 
achievements of our 
lovely student 
cohort.  It is a 
privilege as an adult 
in this school to see 
our future generation 
exhibiting kindness, 
tolerance and 
inclusion in all that 
they do. 

I am never better 
reminded of how 

exceptional a learning 
environment we have 
created than when 
taking potential 
students and their 
parents on a tour of 
the school.  Walking 
the corridors during 
teaching time, visitors 
are amazed at how 
quiet our school is 
and how respectful 
students that we 
meet are with doors 
being opened, smiling 
faces and courteous 
greetings.  As our 
reputation continues 
to grow we are 
seeing more and 
more families asking 
for tours and we have 
our biggest ever year 
joining us in 
September.  We are 
expecting to be 

“This was a once in a lifetime 
experience, and I would like to 
thank all the staff and students I 
have had the pleasure of 
working with over the last two 
decades for all that we have 
achieved together.” 

Congratulations Mr McCarron, 
you’ve earned it! 

Mr McCarron spent a day in Royal 
company in May, after attending 
the Buckingham Palace garden 
party. 

Mr McCarron was invited to the 
event in honour of his services to 
education, after serving 21 years as 
a headteacher and making a 
significant impact at all of the 
schools he has led. 

Mr McCarron at the 

Palace 

oversubscribed for 
September 2016 and 
will be reviewing our 
admissions criteria 
accordingly. 

A fitting end to this 
year was our annual 
Prizegiving at 
Stockport Plaza 
where we celebrated 
the best that we are 
with students and 
families.  What a 
fantastic night! 

I thank students, 
staff, parents and 
governors for your 
continued support 
and wish you all a 
restful and warm 
summer. 

 
F McCarron  
Principal 
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A term in tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 
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“We love 

welcoming 

students from our 

local primary 

schools into the 

academy and 

today was no 

exception.” 

Parents and Carers 

were invited to watch 

Welcome to New Y7s 
the first time. 

They were treated to 

performances by the 

school choir and steel 

band, before making 

their way to the hall for 

a presentation by Vice-

Principal Mrs McCann. 

Mrs McCann said: “It is 

a huge step when your 

child makes the move 

to secondary school 

We opened our doors 

to the parents and 

carers of September’s 

Y7 students on June 

25th for our New 

Intake Evening. 

The night was an 

opportunity for them 

to familiarise 

themselves with the 

school and meet their 

child’s form tutors for 

and our New Intake 

evening is extremely 

useful to help make 

everything a little 

smoother. 

“The next step is our 

Summer School, which 

runs from August 10th 

to 21st. We hope to see 

many of our new 

students over this 

fortnight and can’t wait 

to get to know them.” 

New Intake Evening 

Primary Health Day 
making carnival 
masks, 
trampolining, music 
and speaking a 
foreign language, 
before showing 
their parents and 
carers what they’d 
learned on the 
sports field at 
lunchtime. 

Ms Sorby, who 
organised the day, 
said: “We love 
welcoming 
students from our 
local primary 
schools into the 
academy and today 
was no exception. 

“Of course, the day 
had an important 
message behind it, 
and everyone really 

Stockport Academy 
welcomed students 
from six Primary 
Schools in the area 
in June; raising 
awareness of how 
to live a healthy 
lifestyle. 

Pupils from Cale 
Green, Alexandra 
Park, Larkhill, St 
Thomas’, Cheadle 
Heath and St 
Matthews attended 
two morning 
classes with 
academy staff, 
having a go at 
everything from 
making fruit kebabs 
to learning vigorous 
dance routines! 

They also had a go 
at sign language, 

seemed to take 
that on board while 
having a massive 
amount of fun.” 

Prizegiving at the Plaza 
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Stockport Academy’s 
annual Prizegiving 
ceremony was held at a 
new venue, Stockport 
Plaza, on July 9th, with 
over 1,000 guests 
celebrating everything 
our students have 
achieved over the past 
year. 
 
The night saw students 
hand over £5,000 in total 

to our school charities—
Macmillan and Smile 
International—as well as 
Signpost Stockport for 
Young Carers.  

More than 250 students 
picked up at least one prize 
on the night, while the steel 
band and choir provided 
entertainment. 
 
The Plaza has already been 
booked for next year’s 
event on July 7th 2016, so 
make a date in your diary 
and join us for another 
amazing night. 

“What a 

wonderful 

night! Our 

students 

should be so 

proud of 

themselves 

for all they’ve 

achieved 

together.” 

Thank you Lex Autolease! 
At the end of April, we 
received a brand new 
minibus courtesy of our 
business partners Lex 
Autolease and the Business In 
The Community scheme. 
 
Having a second minibus has 
made a significant impact on 
our ability to take students 
on trips both as part of the 

curriculum and enrichment, so 
a massive ‘thank you’ to Lex 
Autolease for their donation. 
 
The partnership between the 
school and Lex Autolease is a 
three-year project, and the 
next step will see students 
visit  the National Forest to 
support the company’s project 
there by planting new trees.  

Future Scholars in the making 
A selection of our 
Y9s were invited to 
Liverpool University 
in May as part of 
the Future Scholars 
scheme. 
 
The programme 
offers high-
achieving pupils the 
chance to 
experience a day at 

a Russell Group 
University. 
 
Students attended a 
Law lecture and a 
Science lecture, the 
latter of which 
involved experiments 
with liquid nitrogen. 
 
After a tour of the 
campus, students 

even got the chance 
to see what their 
graduation picture 
might look like (left) - 
as you can see, pretty 
exciting stuff! 
 
Thank you to 
everyone from 
Liverpool University 
for making us feel 
welcome. 
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“The facilities 

here are second 

to none, and I’d 

advise anybody 

that can come 

to this school to 

come to this 

school.” 

 

A future star of Stockport 

The Mayor of 
Stockport predicted 
the academy would 
be “one of the stars 
of Stockport” when 
he visited the school 
in April. 

Cllr Kevin Hogg spent 
nearly two hours 
with the school 
council, who asked 
him plenty of 
questions about 
what it was like in his 

role and how the 
electoral process 
works. 

In return, the 
students explained 
about what the 
school council does 
and why they enjoy 
getting involved with 
it. 

After lunch, they 
took the Mayor and 
his wife on a tour of 

the academy, which  
clearly left him 
impressed. 

He said: “The 
facilities here are 
second to none, and 
I’d advise anybody 
that can come to this 
school to come to 
this school. 

“I look forward to 
seeing the results of 
this academy over 
the years, because 
it’s going to be one 
of the stars of 
Stockport.” 

The students have 
now been invited for 
a return visit to 
Stockport Town Hall. 

Rebecca’s entry, 
titled ‘A world with 
colour is a lot less 
duller!’, follows in 
the footsteps of 
Holly Battrick, Emily 
Riley and Elisha 
Boycott’s poster 
‘Racism, Really?’, 

 

which won last year’s 
category. 
 
Rebecca picked up 
her prize in May, 
after being invited to 
attend a special 
ceremony at Anfield 
football stadium. 

Rebecca Little’s 

winning entry Anti-racism award...again! 

Y9 student Rebecca 
Little came third in 
the  national Show 
Racism the Red Card 
poster competition in 
April, continuing 
Stockport Academy’s 
students’ impressive 
record in the contest. 

The Mayor and school council 
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The route to success 
Stockport Academy’s Police 
Cadets are no strangers to 
tackling new experiences and 
adventures, which is probably 
why they took their recent 
orienteering task in their stride. 

The 15 students visited Lyme 
Park in June and were told to 
find their way to the lantern – a 
large stone building located 
within the Cheshire beauty 
spot. 

Armed with just an OS 
(ordnance survey) map and 
their wits, they trekked about 3 
miles over the course for one 
and a half hours before 

successfully reaching their 
destination. 

The evening counts towards the 
group’s work on it’s Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award. 

Volunteer Police Cadets Team 
Leader PC Fox said: “This was the 
group’s first go at orienteering 
and – as usual – they did 
themselves proud. 

“We are very lucky to be able to 
visit areas of natural beauty such 
as Lyme Park and our police 
cadets had a great time while 
learning a new skill in the 
process.” 

Driving the message home 

 

A demonstration where 
a student was cut out of 
a staged car crash by 
firefighters was one of 
the highlights of yet 
another action-packed 
SMSC Day. 

Members of Greater 
Manchester Fire and 
Rescue Service (GMFRS) 
used the ‘jaws of life’ to 
cut away at the 
scrapped vehicle to 
release Sixth Form 
student Paddy Boylan, 
who volunteered to 
take part in the unique 
experience. 

GMFRS also brought 
along some drink 
driving simulators, 
highlighting the effects 

that alcohol can have 
on your ability to drive 
safely. 

Meanwhile, Y9s were 
given a lesson in 
teamwork by Help For 
Heroes’ Skillforce 
charity. 

Safeguarding & Child 
Protection Officer Mrs 
Fox said: “Yet again, 
SMSC Day was a huge 
success and plans are 
already in place to 
make the next one in 
November even bigger 
and better!” 

A big ‘thank you’ to all 
the agencies involved 
on the day. 
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“Our steel 

drum band is 

an excellent 

example of 

what our 

talented 

students can 

achieve.” 

Socially Yours for afternoon tea 

Brave Leah donates her hair 
Y7 student Leah 
Collins-Tait took 
the inspirational 
move of donating 
her hair to charity 
in April. 

Leah wanted to 
help to provide 
wigs for children 
who have lost their 
own as a result of 
cancer treatment. 

She said she’d 

wanted to do it for a 
number of years, and 
finally achieved her 
aim after getting in 
touch with the Little 
Princess Trust. 

Leah had a whopping 
17 inches taken from 
her head and says 
she’ll definitely do it 
again—although it will 
take around seven 
years to grow it back 
to the length it was! 

“I was kind of nervous,” 
Leah admitted. “But I 
felt really sorry for the 
children who’ve got 
cancer and really 
wanted to do 
something to help.” 

She now plans to raise 
money for charity by 
completing sponsored 
runs. 

Well done Leah—you’re 
an inspiration to us all! 

As well as enjoying 

delicious cakes and 

refreshments, the 

guests were treated 

to performances 

from the choir and 

our resident 

saxophonist, Shaun 

Brady. 

Our charity committee 

hosted local charity 

Socially Yours at the 

end of June, inviting its 

members into the 

academy for a spot of 

afternoon tea, 

entertainment and 

socialising. 

The event was made possible after 

the group secured funding from 

Stockport Council. 

Steel drums help raise funds 
 Our steel band 

entertained staff at 
Lex Autolease in May, 
as part of the 
company’s Charity 
Day.  

The organisation was 
raising money for 
Children In Need as 
part of its milestone 
250th year and 
students even got the 

opportunity to have 
their photo taken with 
Pudsey Bear as part of 
the celebrations. 

Head of Music Mrs 
Dines said: “Our steel 
drum band is an 
excellent example of 
what our talented 
students can achieve, 
and we were happy to 
share what they can 

do with the community 
outside of the 
academy.” 
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who were so quiet 
throughout that you 
could literally have 
heard a pin drop! 

Principal Mr McCarron 
said: “It was a privilege 
to welcome Joanna to 
our school and we hope 
that by hearing her 
testimony, students will 

Y9 students learned 
about the horrors of the 
Second World War from 
an actual survivor of the 
holocaust in May. 

Joanna Millan from the 
Holocaust Educational 
Trust spent 90 minutes 
telling her story to the 
encaptivated students, 

be encouraged to 
make a positive 
difference to their 
own lives.” 

Joanna has spent the 
last 25 years telling 
her story to schools 
and universities across 
the country. 

Other highlights 
included travelling to 
Private Peaceful’s grave, 
the Tynecot Cemetery, 
the Menin Gate, 
Newfoundland Park and 
the Somme’s Lochnager 
Crater. The agenda was 
a busy one, but the Y9 
students certainly made 
the most of it! 

 

Mrs McGahey, who 
organised the trip, said: 
“The visit to the French 
and Belgian battlefields 
was a real eye-opener 
for the students, and the 
opportunity to bring 
history to life like this is 
invaluable. 

 

“As ever, our students 
behaved impeccably and 
were a credit to the 
academy.” 

The annual visit to the 
WW1 battlefields in 
France and Belgium is a 
highlight for our history 
students, and this year’s 
trip in June was no 
exception. 

 

After departing on the 
ferry from Hull to 
Zeebrugge,  the group 
visited the Flanders Field 
Museum, where they saw 
artefacts from the First 
World War. 

Students explore WW1 trenches 

Holocaust survivor makes her mark 
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“Our students 

are incredibly 

engaged on this 

issue and I’ve 

been very 

impressed with 

their level of 

enthusiasm for 

spreading the 

word.” 

 

 

It could be argued that 
the academy’s Anti-
Homophobia Week in 
May saved the best 
activity until last. 

After holding bake sales 
and showcasing dance 
performances every break 
time, with the proceeds 
all going to charity, 
students also heard from 
the Albert Kennedy Trust 
about the work they do 
with mentoring and 
supporting young LGBT 
people. 

Some of the academy’s 
drama students also 
received high praise from 
the Gay Times after 
posting a film they made 
called ‘Everybody’s 
Disapproval’, which 
highlighted the issues 
around homophobia and 
why they need to be 
tackled. 

On Friday, the school held 
a non-uniform day with 
students donating some 
money in return for 
wearing a specific colour 

designated to their year, 
so the whole school 
would be dressed in a 
rainbow of colours for the 
whole day. 

In the afternoon, students 
released multi-coloured 
balloons, each with an 
anti-homophobic message 
inside that encouraged 
anyone who found them 
to get in touch with the 
school via its Twitter 
page. 

The grand finale saw a 
‘colour run’ take place, 
where staff and students 
participated in a race that 
involved the audience 
throwing pots of coloured 
paint at them as they ran 
around the track! 

Year 9 and 10 Pastoral 
Manager Mrs Nicholls, 
who organised the week, 
said: “Anti-Homophobia 
Week was a huge success; 
not only was it fun to be 
involved in, but it also 
effectively got across a 
very important message.” 

A colourful end to the week 
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Beating the bullies 
Stockport Academy has 
been named as a Diana 
Award Anti Bullying 
Showcase School; 
demonstrating best 
practice on how to tackle 
the problem within 
school. 

As part of the academy’s 
new role,  a camera crew 
from The Diana Award 
came to visit during our 
Kindness Day in June. 

They captured all the 
good deeds being done 
by students throughout 
the day, including bake 
sales for charity and 
making extra effort to 
compliment each other. 

The final film will be used 
on The Diana Award 
website to show why the 
academy is leading the 
way when it comes to 
beating the bullies. 

Students were welcomed 
into school by the peer 
mentor group, who were 
giving out sweets as their 
first gesture of kindness 
for the day. 

In form time, students in 
7ELB were filmed making 
‘good deed bunting’, 
which involved them 
writing out one positive 
act they planned to do on 
a coloured flag, before 
they were all tied 
together to make one 

large decoration for the 
atrium. 

At lunch, the peer 
mentor group were 
interviewed about the 
work they do within the 
school, and they met 
former Waterloo Road 
actress Rebecca 
Craven, who spoke to 
them about her own 
experiences with 
bullying. 

Vice Principal Mrs 
McCann said: “ It was 
an honour for the 
people at The Diana 
Award to choose 
Stockport Academy as a 
showcase school and 
we can’t thank them 
enough for recognizing 
the hard work of our 
students who ensure 
the atmosphere across 
the school is one of 
positivity and 
inclusivity.” 

 

 

 

Some of our peer mentors with TV star Rebecca Craven 


